
CCOP-DANIDA 
Institutional Capacity Building Project ICB-CCOP1 

1st Vietnam Workshop on China-Vietnam Case Study of the 
Yinggehai-Song Hong Basin 

19-21 December 2005, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Report on proceedings and discussions at the Workshop 

Date and Venue:  

The workshop was held in Hanoi, Vietnam from 19th  to 21st December 2005 at the Hanoi Horison 
Hotel, Address: #40 Cat Linh St., Hanoi, Vietnam, Tel. 844 7330808, Fax: 844 7330688  
Email: res@hanoihorisonhotel.com.vn 
Website: http://www.swiss-belhotel.com/hanoi_location.html 
Local Organizer: Vietnam Petroleum Institute, PetroVietnam 

Participants: 

Twenty two (22) geoscientists from five (5) different agencies/institutes in Vietnam and China 
attended the workshop. 
The represented agencies/institutes were: 

 PetroVietnam 
 Vietnam Petroleum Institute (VPI) 
 Qingdao Institute of Marine Geology (CGS, Qingdao) 
 Guangzhou Marine Geological Survey (CGS, Guangzhou) 
 China National Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC)   
 National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST) 
 Royal Danish Embassy in Vietnam 
 CCOP TS 

 
The total participants of the workshop is 28, detailed list of participants is attached as Annex 1. 

Agenda: 

The detailed agenda of the workshop is provided as Annex 2. 

Background and Purpose of the Workshop: 

The ICB-CCOP1 1st Vietnam Workshop is an extra workshop beyond the original project working 
plan. The ICB-CCOP 1st China Workshop has been held successfully in Guangzhou, China. 
During the workshop the Chinese and Vietnamese participants discussed the scientific ideas and 



issues related to data preparation and sharing for the case study on Yinggehai-Song basin. The 
workshop also identified that another institution, China National Offshore Oil Corp. (CNOOC) 
should be brought to in this case study. It is not only because of CNOOC is the data owner of the 
Yinggehai basin but also because it has twenty years successful exploration and production 
experience. Thus, both PetroVietnam and CNOOC can contribute and benefit from the 
ICB-CCOP1 Project. A meeting has been held between CCOP and CNOOC in mid October 2005 
in Beijing, China to bring in the new case study partner institute, CNOOC. Following this meeting, 
CNOOC decided to appoint the appropriate number of their experts to actively participate in the 
project. At the same time and during the visit of the Chinese President Hu Jintao to Vietnam, 
CNOOC and PetroVietnam signed an agreement to announce their bilateral cooperation of the 
Yinggehai-Song Hong basin in Beibuwan area. This very same area was previously selected as 
one of the case study areas for the ICB-CCOP1 Project. These events reconfirmed clearly the 
importance of the project for the region and thus, the ICB-CCOP1 Project became instrumental for 
facilitating the cross border cooperation agreed between the Chinese and Vietnamese 
governments. 
 
Under this light, a new workshop (not previously planned) was setup and held in Hanoi 19th –21st 
December 2005 aiming not only to address project implementation issues but also to further 
promote the regional cooperation in enhancing and integrating the existing knowledge of the 
petroleum systems in the region, and thus, contribute to a sustainable development of the available 
resources. 
 
The workshop was planed to focus on the following objectives: 
1. To build confidence between the Chinese and Vietnamese research team collaborating in the 

case study; 
2. To present the current understanding and challenging issues in Yinggehai—Song Hong Basin 

(including the review of E&P activities, successful experiences, current status, and potential 
challenges) by both Vietnamese side and Chinese side; 

3. To find the common geoscientific interests and the expected outputs from the cooperation 
case-study based on discussion of the current unsolved the Yinggehai-Song Hong basin ; 

4. Discussions and agreement on the appropriate geological and geophysical data to be made 
available for the implementation of the case-study 

5. To discuss the methodology and the data for correlation; 
6. Set up the agreed case study cooperation work plan in detail. 

Record of the Proceedings and Discussions at the Workshop: 

The ICB-CCOP1 Project Coordinator Mr. Liu Liqun, representing CCOP’s Technical Secretariat, 
served as the toastmaster of the opening ceremony held during the first morning.  
 
Mr. Vu Van Kinh, Director of Vietnam Petroleum Institute, gave his welcome speech on behalf of 
local organizer. He expressed his sincere appreciation and thanks both to the Danish Government 
for supporting the ICB-CCOP1 Project and to CCOP Technical Secretariat for their assistance to 
VPI. He gave also his best wishes for the success of the workshop (Annex 3 Mr. Vu Van Kinh’ s 



speech ). 
  
Dr. Nguyen Huy Quy, Deputy General Manager, PetroVietnam, CCOP Vietnam Secretary, 
delivered his welcome speech. on behalf of CCOP Vietnam. He expressed his belief that the 
ICB-CCOP1 Project case study would be a successful one under the CCOP umbrella with the 
support from Danish Government He also expressed his best wishes to all the workshop 
participants (Annex 4 Dr. Nguyen Huy Quy’ s speech ). 
   
Mr. Peter Lysholt Hansen, Danish Ambassador to Vietnam gave his welcome speech. He said that 
he was pleased to attend the opening ceremony of the workshop and he underlined that the project 
is not only important for promoting the economic development but also for enhancing and 
strengthening the regional cooperation in the area. He also thanked the CCOP Member Countries 
for supporting this project and gave his best wishes to all involved Chinese and Vietnamese 
institutes for a successful implementation of the project in a close and fruitful collaboration with 
the Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland (Annex 5 Mr. Peter Lysholt Hansen’s speech). 
   
In the following, Mr. Chen Schick Pei, Director of CCOP TS gave his welcome address on behalf 
of CCOP. He extended a warm welcome to all participants. He highlighted that the ICB-CCOP1 
project case study is the first cross border case study in CCOP history. He expressed also his 
confidence for the success of the case study which will be a new CCOP milestone. He also gave 
his sincere thanks to the Danish Government for their generous support to the CCOP project. 
Finally, he expressed his best wishes for the success of the workshop (Annex 6 Mr. Chen Schick 
Pei’s speech).    
 
After the group photo, the participants introduced themselves to each other.  The workshop 
continued with a presentation of updated information about the ICB-CCOP 1 project since 
entering the implementation phase by Mr. Liu Liqun, who gave also a status on the current 
progress of the project. Subsequently, he gave a briefly welcome to the CNOOC, the new partner 
institute from China to participate the Yinggehai-Song Hong basin case study, and introduced the 
coming ICB-CCOP1 Project implementation activities in 2006. Then, he briefed the workshop 
participants on the agenda for the following working days. 
 
Dr. Cai Feng, from Qingdao Institute of Marine Geology, under his capacity of National 
Coordinator of China to ICB-CCOP1 Project, gave a report on the research progress of the project 
from Chinese side. His presentation stated that the achievements of this case study will benefit 
both China and Vietnam. Before carrying out this case study, both China and Vietnam just have 
the half view of the basin, each side can not get whole view of the basin due to the fact that the 
national boundary divided the Yinggehai-Song Hong basin into two parts. During joined study, 
through sharing the geoscientific views and experiences, the significant output will be achieved. 
He also made several suggestions on case study objectives including: 

 Study on the hydrocarbon potential of the eastern and western slopes of Yinggehai- Song 
Hong basin since the slopes are the current most favorable potential targets for E& P;  

 Study on the distribution of oil and gas resources, oil and gas pools-forming models,  
and exploitation technology under the conditions of high temperature and high pressure;  



 Study on the reservoir evaluation through petrological analysis and facies identification 
especially figure out the diagenesis influence on the reservoir which was forming under 
high temperature and high-pressure; 

 Study on the distribution of CO2 in Yinggehai-Song Hong basin. Geophysical 
identification methods of CO2, and utility of CO2 as a resource for exploration and 
production activities.  

 
Dr. Nguyen Trong Tin of Vietnam Petroleum Institute gave a presentation on the data prepared by 
the Vietnamese side for contributing in the ICB-CCOP 1. Dr. Tin reported that the work on the 
Vietnamese side was conducted according to the work plan for data preparation set during the 
ICB-CCOP1 1st China Workshop. His presentation included a brief description of the exploration 
history within the Vietnamese sector of the case study area. He referred also to the structural set up, 
lithostratigraphy and potential petroleum system. Five structural maps (Top Lower Miocene, Top 
Middle Miocene, Top Miocene, Top Oligocene, and basement) and one structural elementary map 
of the Yinggehai-Song Hong basin Vietnamese part were presented. In addition, one depth 
structure top basement map, one cross-section and stratigraphic column of Hanoi basin were 
shown too. He also dissertated the current understanding of the petroleum system(s) of 
Yinggehai-Song Hong basin, including source rock and kerogen type, reservoir types and seal. 
Finally, he proposed some discussion point for further elaboration during this workshop including:  

 Data correlation: Vietnam-China case study: including Maps (data base, structure, 
tectonic, gravity, magnetic), Seismic sections (available for the case study), 
Lithostratigraphic column (general and key wells); 

 Material and financial support for the implementations of project activities; 
 Management of the case study implementation.  

 
In beginning of the afternoon session of the workshop, Dr. Zhu Guanghui from CNOOC, made a 
presentation on the current research achievements of Yinggehai-Song Hong basin. His 
presentation was focused on the petroleum geology characteristics of Yinggehai-Song Hong basin 
including structural elements, sedimentary features, typical seismic cross-section analysis, natural 
gas migration-accumulation model, core analysis especially on overpressure fluid property and 
exploration potential targets. He also mentioned the CO2 and overpressure are the current 
challenging issues in Yinggehai-Song Hong basin. Finally, he made a suggestion of choosing three 
major seismic cross-section lines which connected several wells as the available input for the case 
study. Dr. Zhu also proposed to carry out a field trip in western coast of Hainan Island, China and 
eastern coast of Vietnam to facilitate the case study especially in provenances of deposits and 
sedimentary stratigraphic sequences correlation.  
    
During the presentations, the Chinese and Vietnamese geoscientists exchanged a series of 
questions and answers and they initiated their efforts in establishing a common stratigraphic 
column for the case study area.  
 
After a short break, the geoscientific discussion was continued by both the Chinese and the 
Vietnamese geoscientists bringing their own base map of seismic data coverage over the 
Yinggehai-Song Hong basin, and then they matched the maps together. Subsequently, an 



integrated seismic data base map was compiled in close cooperation of the two delegations. Based 
on this new map, they started working together on picking the available seismic lines and wells as 
the input for the case study. This work and geoscientific discussion was extended almost to the end 
of the second day of the workshop. They worked together seriously and hardly.  
 
At the end of the second day of the workshop, all scheduled agenda items were extensively 
addressed and discussed in detail. Concluding, the ICB-CCOP1 Project Coordinator Mr. Liu 
Liqun drafted the initial record table of the workshop by compiling all issues suggested and 
proposed by the two delegations during the course of the workshop and he drafted the working 
plan for the case study as this was agreed between the Chinese and Vietnamese delegations. 
Following a double checking by the Vietnamese and the Chinese participants, the finalized 
workshop record table and working plan were finalized and documented.  
 
Before the end of the two days workshop, Dr. Cai Feng made a short statement. He said that he 
would like to take this opportunity to give his sincere thanks to Mr. Chen Shick Pei, Vietnamese 
partners, Ms. Wang Yan, and all his other colleagues for their contributions to this workshop. He 
believed that by implementing the agreed work plan of the case study on Yinggehai-Song Hong 
basin a number of beneficial geoscientific results will be achieved. He also stated that to his 
knowledge, this is the first cross border case study project in CCOP. The success of this 
cooperation case study will setup a role model of research cooperation for the future. He is 
looking forward to seeing this research cooperation case study will be continued and many new 
similar case studies will be carried out during the following ICB-CCOP project phases.   
 
Following Dr. Cai’s comments, Dr. Nguyen Trong Tin said that he was encouraged to see the 
detailed work plan for case study being setup through this workshop. The Vietnamese partners are 
very glad to fulfill the research cooperation on case study with Chinese partners according to this 
work plan. He also agreed that the Chinese partners that the proposed fieldtrip will be of great 
importance for helping the geoscientists from Vietnam and China in getting a better understanding 
the petroleum geology of Yinggehai-Song Hong basin. He also mentioned that this favorable 
research cooperation opportunity should be seized by both sides to develop the good relationship 
and friendship. The well developed research cooperation on Yinggehai-Song Hong basin may 
extend to the future exploration and production cooperation in this basin.  
 
Mr. Duong Dang Thu as one of the participants from PetroVietnam said that he was glad to see the 
case study work plan has been setup due to common efforts by Vietnamese and Chinese side. He 
is looking forward to seeing the work plan to be fulfilled in the near future after the work plan has 
been approval by the management of PetroVietnam and CNOOC in the near future. 
 
Ms. Wang Yan, gave her thanks to the CCOP and local workshop host organizer, PetroVietnam 
and Vietnam Petroleum Institute. Ms. Wang said this case study’s achievements will benefit both 
the Chinese and the Vietnamese side. The whole view of the Yinggehai-Song Hong basin will be 
initially generated by this cooperation case study. Regarding the fieldtrip activity proposed by 
Chinese partner, she added that if the CCOP can not give the financial support to this activity due 
to the ICB-CCOP1 Project budget limitations, CNOOC will kindly offer some financial support 



for the Vietnamese partners to attend the fieldtrip in China.    
     
Finally, Mr. Chen Shick Pei, director of CCOP Technical Secretariat, made a short comment of 
this workshop. First of all, on behalf of CCOP, he expressed his sincere congratulations to both 
delegations for their dedication and efforts which resulted in a very successful workshop. He also 
mentioned that the presents of the best experts from China and Vietnam has contributed in 
establishing the basis for a fruitful implementation of the case study. During the discussions, the 
experts shared their geoscientific views and experiences with colleagues on the other side in a 
climate of pronounced friendship and collaboration. The research scientists from China and 
Vietnam worked as one research group in the workshop showing their scientific enthusiasm and 
cooperation desires. Mr. Chen also mentioned that all the photographs taken during the workshop 
are very impressive and they would be put on the CCOP News Letter and ICB-CCOP1 Project 
website. CCOP will provide the platform continuously for the research cooperation on a case 
study basis and will served as a bridge between the partner institutes to facilitate the cross-border 
geoscientific cooperation in the region. He expressed the sincere appreciation to the local host 
organizers Vietnam Petroleum Institute and PetroVietnam, as well as, the Ministry of Land & 
Resources, China, China Geological Survey and CNOOC for their valuable contributions for the 
success of the workshop. He also thanked CNOOC for their commitment to generously support of  
a fieldtrip activity on Chinese sector of the study area which is an activity beyond these already 
planed by the ICB-CCOP1 Project. Mr. Chen underlined once again, the importance of the fruitful 
cross-border cooperation the success of which will be beneficial not only for the involved 
neighboring countries but also for the entire CCOP family and it will be a new milestone in 
CCOP’s history. Concluding, Mr. Chen expressed the commitment of CCOP Technical Secretariat 
to facilitate the smooth implementation of cross-border cooperation activities in the effort to 
address the development needs of the CCOP Member Countries. 
 
The third day of the workshop was an outdoor excursion day. The Vietnamese hosts guided their 
Chinese colleagues in a field trip in the Ha Long Bay area. The karst of the Permian carbonate 
which is the major reservoir of Hanoi trough represents the onshore extension of the 
Yinggehai-Song Hong basin. An number of karst carbonate outcrops are well exposed in the Ha 
Long Bay area and they were studied and discussed in details among the Chinese and Vietnamese 
geoscientists. During the fieldtrip, the Chinese geoscientists mentioned that a similar karst 
Permian carbonate sequence has been observed also in the southern part of China where it may 
provide a potential target for natural gas exploration. Some of gas fields have been already 
identified in the area known as Paleozoic mid-lower Yangtze carbonate platform. The field trip, 
besides its geoscientific content, provided an excellent opportunity to both the Chinese and the 
Vietnamese scientists to socialize together in an climate of friendship and a relaxed atmosphere.     
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Annex 2 
ICB CCOP Phase 1 Project 

Vietnam-China Case Study Area 1 Workshop: Yinggehai-Song Hong Basin 
December 19-21, 2005, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 
AGENDA 

 
Day 1:  19 December 
 
08:30 Registration                         CCOP TS 
09:00 Welcome speech by Mr. Vu Van Kinh -  

Director of Vietnam Petroleum Institute  
09:05 On behalf of CCOP Vietnam speech by Dr. Nguyen Huy Quy 
09:10 Speech by Mr. Peter Lysholt Hansen-Danish Embassador to Vietnam 
09:15 Speech by Chen Schick Pei Director of CCOP TS 
 
09:30 Group Photo, Coffee/tea break  
 
10:00 Introduction                      Mr. Liu Liqun 
        Background of the Workshop/meeting          

 Briefing on the overall Project implementation 
 Review of the meeting agenda, work-flow and anticipated outputs  
 Other CCOP activities complementing the ICB project 

10:40 Presentations by the China and Vietnam delegations       
 Progress reports on  the Project preparation and implementation Activities since 

ICB-CCOP1 the inception phase meeting and the 1st Case-study Workshop in 
Guangzhou, China  

Dr. Cai Feng/ 
Dr. Nguyen Trong Tin 

12:00 Lunch Break 
 
13:30   Geoscientific discussions between CGS, CNOOC, PetroVietnam and VPI 

 Presentation of the current understanding and challenging issues in 
Yinggehai—Song Hong Basin (including the review of E&P activities, successful 
experiences, current status, and potential challenges).  

 Based on the current unsolved issues find the geoscientific interests for the 
Yinggehai-Song Hong basin case-study (Both Chinese side and Vietnamese side 
are kindly requested to present their geoscientific interests and the expected 
outputs from the cooperation case-study.  

 Discussions and agreement on the appropriate geological and geophysical data to 
be made available for the implementation of the case-study.  

 
15:30 Coffee/tea break 
 
15:30 Continue with the presentations and discussions 
16:45 Summary of the day’s findings  
17:00 End of Day 1       
18:30 Dinner-Party (Sponsored by Vietnam Petroleum Institute) 
 
Day 2:  20 December 
 
08:30 -16:45  Discussion and agreement by both parties on the activities for the case-study, 

technical arrangement and workflow process and responsibility of the Project 
work plan implementation 

 Setup common work plan framework, implementation steps, periodical 
outputs, and finial expected outputs 



Other matters that is relevant to the Project’s activities that the team would 
like to present and discuss in the workshop 

 Detailed schedule of activities and assignment of responsibilities  
 Timeline for the completion of the activities and submission of outputs 

 
16:45 Conclusions and Summary of the Workshop  Project Coordinator 
17:00 End of Day 2 
18:30   Farewell Dinner (Sponsored by CCOP) 
 
Day 3:  21 December 
 
08:00-19:00 Excursion day, fieldtrip of karst Permian carbonate outcrops. 



Annex 3 

SPEECH BY DIRECTOR OF VIETNAM PETROLEUM INSTITUTE, 
PETROVIETNAM,  
MR. VU VAN KINH  

 

At the opening of ICB-CCOP1 1st Vietnam Workshop on China-Vietnam Case 
Study of the Yinggehai-Song Hong Basin 
19-21 December 2005, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 
 
His Excellency Peter Lysholt Hansen  
Ambassador of Royal Kingdom of Denmark to Vietnam 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of Vietnam Petroleum Institute I would like to welcome all of you to the First Vietnam 
Workshop of China- Vietnam case study of the Yinggehai- Song Hong Basin, in three days, from 
19 to 21 December 2005.  
 
The workshop is held within the framework of ICB-CCOP1 Project funded by Danish 
Government via the Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast 
Asia (CCOP). For PetroVietnam in general and Vietnam Petroleum Institute in particuler, this 
project is the continuation of the very fruitful cooperation between PetroVietnam/VPI and CCOP 
under the sponsor of Danish Government. I am very proud to say that under the sponsor of the 
Danish Government, at the moment, VPI is running an ENRECA project, Second Phase on Malay 
- Tho Chu basin, following the success of the First Phase on Phu Khanh basin. 
 
Present in the workshop today, as introduced, are leaders: Mr. Chen Shickpei - Director of CCOP 
Technical Secretariat, Dr. Nguyen Huy Quy - Deputy Director of PetroVietnam Science and 
Technology Division, Secretary of CCOP Vietnam. Particularly, we have the honour to receive His 
Excellency Peter Lysholt Hansen, Ambassador of the Royal Kingdom of Denmark to Vietnam. 
Their attendance to the workshop today is an evidence of strong concern of the involving parties 
to the project and encourage the project team in the implementation process. 
  
As we may all know, the 3-year ICB CCOP Phase 1 project was signed on January 18, 2005 
between CCOP and DANIDA. The project carriers are CGS, CNOOC (China) and VPI  as 
assigned by PetroVietnam. The project has been executed for months and since then there are two 
workshops held to keep us updated with the obtainings of the project. Frequently updating will 
enable involving parties to take duly and timely modification and action to ensure a best results 
possible of the project.  
 
I wish the workshop success and the project good results to pave the way for other joint studies in 
the future.  
 
Thank you for attention. 
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His Excellency Peter Lysholt Hansen, Ambassador of Royal Kingdom of Denmark to Vietnam 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
First of all, on behalf of PetroVietnam and CCOP Vietnam, welcome all of you to the First 
Vietnam Workshop on China-Vietnam Case Study Area 1 of the Yinggehai-Song Hong Basin. 
 
It is our great pleasure that under the umbrella of CCOP and with Danish Government sponsor, the 
ICB-CCOP Phase 1 project has been put into implementation. Being one of the CCOP member 
countries, Vietnam has made recognized contribution to the CCOP activities in the region. The 
workshop held today in Hanoi is one of the indicators showing our active involvement to this 
specific project. 
 
Regarding the project, PetroVietnam has assigned Vietnam Petroleum Institute (VPI), a research 
subsidiary of PetroVietnam, to carry out the project in collaboration with CGS and CNOOC 
(China). The results to be obtained will mutual benefit of the two involving countries, Vietnam 
and China. Also, this joint study will be a good Chance for us to appreciate each other and 
strengthen our friendship. 
 
On this occasion, I would like to express our sincere thanks to Danish Government through H.E. 
Ambassador, Mr. Peter Lysholt Hansen for supporting the project. I would also like to thank Mr. 
Chen Shick Pei, Director of CCOP Technical Secretariat for your assistance. 
 
Finally, I wish the workshop success and since the new year of 2006 is coming, I wish all of you 
good health, and prosperity. 
 
Thank you for attention.  
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Director Chen 
Director Kinh 
Dr. Cai Feng 
Dr. Quy 
Distinguished participants 
Ladies and gentlemen! 
 
It is a pleasure for me to be with you this morning on the opening of the ICB-CCOP workshop on 
the Yinggehai – Song Hong Basin.  
 
The Danish government has been supporting activities in individual CCOP countries over the 
years. But I find the present project with its emphasis on cooperation and cross-boundary sharing 
of knowledge and experience especially interesting. Not least the component aiming at 
Sino-Vietnamese cooperation. It is not without reason that your Heads of States cited the 
cooperation on the East Vietnam Sea – South China Sea as a prime example of important bilateral 
cooperation during the recent visit of Chinese president Hu Jintao to Vietnam. 
 
The direct objective of the project is of course to strengthen your capacity to assess your countries’ 
hydrocarbon resources. Through sharing and enhancing existing knowledge you will improve the 
understanding of cross-border potentials for petroleum. This is what you will be talking about in 
the coming days. And that is of course highly interesting for geologists. 
 
But it is also of great interest for a host of other reasons. The cooperation on geological surveys in 
the Yinggehai – Song Hong Basin carries the potential of economic, social as well as political 
benefits to both of your countries. That is why the Danish government supports the project. 
 
Economically, oil and gas reserves are of major importance to the development opportunities of 
your countries. Through better geological understanding you can create the basis for technical and 
political decisions to explore and exploit the oil and gas potentials of your countries.  
 
Contributing to improved living standards and to the fight against poverty is an underlying 
principle of all Danish development assistance. As access to energy services is an essential factor 
for economic growth, and for the provision of basic living conditions for all human beings, this 
project has great potential to satisfy this principle. 
 



Politically, CCOP activities in general and this project in specific can promote regional 
understanding and cooperation. Uncertain knowledge of the regional hydrocarbon resources could 
create misunderstandings and disagreement. Working together on ensuring more exact knowledge 
not only creates personal relations and amity, but also provides a better basis for political decisions 
in Vietnam and China. 
 
Through supporting the project, the Danish government would like to encourage, or at least 
provide the basis for, joint exploration and development of the hydrocarbon resources that can 
contribute to an integrated regional economic development. 
 
Working together on exploring the oil and gas potentials in cross border areas will increase the 
interest of potential investors and hence attract more investments from the Oil and Gas industry. 
International oil companies are increasingly taking an interest in this part of the world. I know that 
the Danish offshore industry is studying developments in Asia, not least in Vietnam. I would like 
to see this project contribute to further increasing this interest. 
 
Let me also take this opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation to all the CCOP Member 
Countries for their interest and cooperation in this project, of course not least Vietnam and China. 
And I would like to thank the CCOP Technical Secretariat for its coordination and management of 
the activities, in collaboration with the Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland. 
 
I wish you all the best in your discussions in the coming days. I would like to finish my statement 
by reminding you all that geology does not know geographic boundaries. I hope that the project 
will help transcend the borders that exist above ground and help promote a constructive 
cooperation among your countries. 
Thank you! 
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Dr Nguyen Huy Quy, Deputy General Manager, PetroVietnam, CCOP Vietnam Secretary 
H.E. Mr. Peter Lysholt Hansen, Ambassador of Denmark to Vietnam 
Dr Vu Van Kinh, Director of Vietnam Petroleum Institute 
Distinguished participants 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Good Morning and XIN CHAO,  
 
On behalf of CCOP, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to everybody to this first 
Vietnam Meeting on the Song Hong – Yinggehai Basin Case Study of the Institutional Capacity 
Building ICB-CCOP 1 Project supported by the Royal Danish Government.  We would 
especially like to express our deep appreciation to Dr Nguyen Huy Quy, Deputy General Manager, 
PetroVietnam, CCOP Vietnam Secretary, HE Mr Peter Lysholt Hansen, Ambassador of the Royal 
Danish Embassy, Hanoi and Dr Vu Van Kinh, Director of VPI for giving us the honor to be with 
us this morning despite their heavy work commitments and busy schedule and to deliver the 
opening addresses.  I would also like to welcome the petroleum experts from China and Vietnam 
and other guests who give their valuable time to be here to share their knowledge and experience 
on the conduct of the cross border case study.  
 
I would also like to extend a warm welcome to Dr Eikichi Tsukuda, Director General of 
Geological Survey of Japan, Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to CCOP, and Mr. 
Miyazaki, AIST who have kindly accepted our invitation to join us in this morning’s opening 
ceremony. 
 
This ICB-CCOP 1 project is of great importance. Besides the geoscientific aspects of the project, 
it has great significance in promoting cross border understanding and cooperation that can 
contribute to prevention diplomacy. The fact that we can bring together personnel from different 
countries, to jointly work on a cross border case study involving input of geoscience information 
from both sides of the border, and discussing the petroleum resource of the case study area say a 
lot for the sincerity, commitment, fellowship, cooperation and trust among our colleagues from 
Member Countries under the umbrella of CCOP. CCOP is very fortunate to enjoy this mutual 
understanding, trust and cooperation among Member Countries and the ICB CCOP-1 project will 
no doubt further strengthen it. 



 
The enhancement of geoscientific knowledge and understanding of the petroleum potentials, the 
capacity building and technology transfer focus under the purview of the project will contribute 
not only to national economic wellbeing, but also to the regional economic cooperation and 
development. 
 
I am very pleased to say that, barely less than a year of implementation, the project is progressing 
well despite its inherent complex nature. Both the case studies of Song Hong – Yinggehai and the 
Sulu Sea – East Sabah Basins are actively being pursued. Other activities such as case study 
workshops, training courses, expert visits and the award of post graduate research grants are under 
preparations and we can look forward to a high level of activities under the project until its 
conclusion at the end of 2007. 
 
I would like to highlight some new CCOP milestones marking regional cooperation under the 
ICB-CCOP 1 project. It is indeed the first time that a cross border case study has been agreed to be 
jointly conducted by the two neighboring countries. Although the initial idea of the project for the 
case study was to use available public information, with the excellent cooperation, trust, and 
understanding, both China and Vietnam have agreed to go one step further by considering the use 
of some important data that are the propriety of the national oil companies. Here we warmly 
welcome the participation of the national oil companies, PetroVietnam and China National 
Offshore Oil Corporations, besides the petroleum research institutes of China and Vietnam to the 
project.  
 
We learnt from the mass media that Vietnam and China had recently concluded a cooperation 
framework agreement on the oil and gas resource study in the Beibuwan area. It is indeed a timely 
and positive development and we are confident that the Song Hong – Yinggehai Basin Case Study 
under the ICB – CCOP 1 project will have significant contribution to the goals of the framework 
agreement on the oil ad gas resource study between Vietnam and China.  
 
On behalf of CCOP, we would like to thank the Government of Denmark through the Royal 
Danish Embassy, Bangkok, Thailand for the generous support of the CCOP project.  I believe 
this is the first time that Denmark has given its support directly to CCOP, a multilateral regional 
intergovernmental organization, although several of the CCOP Member Countries are benefiting 
from various Danish Government supported bilateral projects and we deeply appreciate this kind 
consideration.  
 
Before I end, I would like to once again thank Dr Nguyen Huy Quy, H.E. Mr. Peter Lysholt 
Hansen and Dr Vu Van Kinh for giving us their valuable time to be with us and do us the honour 
of delivering their opening speeches this morning. We would like to express our appreciation to 
Mr. Ioannis Abatzis of the Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland (GEUS), Representative 
of Denmark to CCOP, who is unable to be with us this morning, for his interest and untiring 
efforts in facilitating the preparation of the project and rendering useful advice in its planning, 
implementation and management. I would also like to thank our colleagues in the CCOP Member 
Countries for the support and participation, particularly the case study countries which have so 



generously offered the case study areas and to host the studies. We would like to record a very 
special thank you to Vietnam and China for the cooperation and support to conduct the Song Hong 
– Yinggehai Basin Case Study. We thank our colleagues in Vietnam Petroleum Institute and 
PetroVietnam for the fine arrangements and warm hospitality that make this Meeting a purposeful 
and memorable one.  
 
I wish you have a successful meeting. 
 
Thank you and CAM ON BAN 
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Chinese and Vietnamese scientists selecting the cross-border geological and geophysical data to be used 

for the Yinggehai-Song Hong basin case study and its detailed research cooperation work plan. 

  

  

 
 

Dr. Zhu Guanghui from CNOOC, China  and 
Dr. Nguyen Trong Tin form Vietnam Petroleum 

Institute, Vietnam, continue their good 
discussions in an informal way during the 

workshop welcome-dinner 
hosted by Vietnam Petroleum Institute. 

 


